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MAJOR SOURCES OF PUBLIC MENTAL HEALTH FUNDING

Realignment Medi-Cal CalWORKS EPSDT Integrated Services--
Homeless Adults

Children’s System of
Care

Healthy Families
Program

Purpose Provides medically
necessary mental
health services to
target population, to
the extent resources
are available.

Provides medically
necessary psychiatric
inpatient hospital,
rehabilitative services
and case management.

Reduces mental health
barriers to
employment.

Provides medically
necessary specialty
mental health services,
such as behavior
management modeling,
medication monitoring,
family therapy, and crisis
intervention

Provides mental health
services to homeless
persons, parolees and
probationers with
serious mental illness.

Provides mental health
services to children
who are seriously
emotionally disturbed.

Provides supplemental
mental health services
to children who are
seriously emotionally
disturbed.

Eligibility Services provided on a
sliding fee basis.

Enrolled in Medi-Cal. Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families
(TANF) recipient.

Enrolled in Medi-Cal. Adults with severe
mental illness who are
homeless, at risk of
becoming homeless,
recently released from jail.

Enrolled by county Enrolled in Healthy
Families Program and
referred to that county.

Age
Limits

None. None. 16 (if not in school)
through 59 years.
Voluntary after age 59.

Under age 21 years None. Under age 21 years Birth to 19 years

Severity
of

Disability

Focuses mainly on
people with serious
and/or persistent
mental illness or
serious emotional
disturbance.

Requires a diagnosis
of severe impairment
in life functioning and
not responsive to
physical health care
based treatment.
Includes episodic users
as well as people with
serious disabilities.

Based on whether
mental health is barrier
to employment rather
than severity of mental
illness.  Expect broad
range of disability.

Requires determination of
being "medically
necessary" to correct or
ameliorate a mental illness
or condition.  Includes
episodic users as well as
people with serious
disabilities.

Focuses mainly on
people with serious
and/or persistent
mental illness

Serious emotional
disturbance.

Serious emotional
disturbance.

Type
of

Funding

County Realignment
Funds—Mental Health
Subaccount—which
consists of state sales
tax and vehicle
licensing fees.

Depending upon the
service being
provided, either
Realignment funds or
state General Fund
moneys are used to
draw a federal match.

For Medi-Cal eligible
services, state General
Fund moneys from an
annual allocation
amount (part of State’s
MOE for TANF).

Realignment funds are
used up to a baseline
amount established for
each county and then state
General Fund moneys are
used beyond the baseline.
These funds are used to
draw a federal match.

State General Fund
($54.8 million)

State General Fund
$20 million

Realignment Funds are
used to draw a federal
match.

Federal
Funds

None. About 50% match. No.  State’s MOE to
maintain federal
TANF funds. 

About 50% match. None None. About 65% match.


